
Specifia Conmenta 

2. The grogoaed action is described in part a8 
including iten (2) forced ~vagoraCion of  water collected 
by the interceptor trench systern. Basud on diecuasions 
bekween DOE, the Colorado Department o f  Health and EPA, 
this portion of the partial closure activitiaa, inahding 
colleatian of ground water from the interceptor t rench 
s y e t a ,  atorage in holding tanks, and svapovatidn OC tha 
gruund watex using t h e  flash ~vaporutor~, w i l l  ha handled 
a8 an interim meamre under the Interagancy Aqrsamant 
pending remadial investigation and final  remedy aalection 
and implementation f o r  the so lar  ponds, 

Thilo i a  in addition t o  t h e  change to interim statuu foz 
the other items addreatsing the gdlar pond6 themselvrr 
mors direotZy, i n  particular the addlition of dye, solar 
and flaah evaporatolrs to the effort to dewater and remove 
eludge fr~tn the a o h r  ponds, Xt therefam appears t h a t  
thia EA is intended to inaludo tho aot;ivitiae t o  be 
undertaken as part of the intarin acttion, subjact t o  
approval by both CDtI and EPA put8Uant t o  the terms of the 
IACI, a9 well &a change to interim a t a t w  dckivit iaa which 
together fulfill p a r t i a l  closure requiremmte under RCRA 
and requirements o f  the AZP f o r  the solar gonda, 

Paragraph 4 of! the introduction, statelr t h a t  h segarata 
(singular) NEPA review w i l l  be perLomed for remediation 
of the solar ponde etrea, relative to  a 1Stepmt. action 
under C E R C U  (mora approprinfely CE]RCLA/RCRA coatdinatad 
through the IAG). as this is the case, all act iv i t ies  
related t o  tha ftama describad above, should ba 
S u f f h h t l y  discusaaci i n  the  context. of  thir EA. Zf the 
ground water part o f  the partial clo~urr i s  to be hnndlad 
through provfsiana in th8 IAQ for intarfm actione, thi l r  
should be natad. 

Additionally, tha SA0 provides for increaaad public 
involvemmt with regards to thfs porttan of the gropaaad 
act ion.  DisCussion of the relationshi to the IAG would 
allow the reader to inva6tfqat;o addft ? on81 regulatory 
requirements covering these items. This i s  significant 
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in t h a t  the holding tanka, which have an obvious 
beneficial impact a8 do other camponento of the partial  
closure, a lso  could have a negative impact should the 
intaqrfty o f  th8 tanka be breached and contaminated wntrr 
be releaaad t o  Walnut creek, Refer alro  to our uament 
No, 9. 

Additionally, paragraph 5 states t h a t  this action would 
not: praalude altarnaCivee tor tho planned CERCLA ramova1 
nnU remedial action. A8 the gxoun8 water portion of the 
nction w i l l  be handled as an interim meaaiure undsr 
CERCtA, fsr not clear what i b t  meant by Cha refrtranca t o  
a planned CERCLA removal notion. 

2 .  Pago a f  paragraph 1. A discuissian of the Pond C 
characteristics and history i s  appropriate h+ra no a t  

t h e  actione liated on paga I ,  in the introduction 
describing *he proposed action, do involve Pond C ( L a *  
sludga r8mOVal)b Alao, thara i r  water in Pond c t h a t  
will not bs evaparntad, but: sgi21 must bu accounted fQr 
(i.& Will be uaed in t h e  famution oE pondurete fmm 
Fond C ) .  Paragraph 4 implies that; a l l  nativiflrrr arb 
baing performed for all of  the pondu a61 does paragraph 3 
of the introduction on page 1. As Pan# C fa t o  b8 
treated differently, this should be mentiobrd hare* S4e 
a180 paragraph I ,  Seotion 3 . 0  -Purpo~@. 

3 .  Page 3 ,  paragraph 5 ,  As the ITS may not bo 
adequately capturing cohtaminated alluvial ground w a t m  
from t h e  solar ponds arm, reference should ba mada here 
ta ihcluefon i n  a potential interim action or a t  a t  leaat 
further investigatfan a8 part of 
CERCM and RCRA co?xeutLve bcticrn a o t i v i t i e s ,  

4 ,  Page 4, first paragraph. f he reatson f o r  implementing 49 the proposed actian ie also tct allow rJchedu1aU * $  ' characterizatfoh and investigation ac t i v i t f aa  unUer th* 
IAG t o  move forward, 

5 ,  Page 4 ,  last paragraph, implios that: dye fr added to 

Page 6 ,  paragraph 1 is the f k a t ;  t b a  that it ia apparsnt 
that soma act;ivitiee, apply Only to 8ome of the ponde, 
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6 .  Page 6, S w t i m  4 , L . t c 2  f i r s t  sent--c?nGe - ;nC&ipor&ta 
the disctlssian of  Pond C ac.!C!ciVitfes into  t h e  
introduction and background uo@eh<aW cld Wall &B here. 2he 
building 374 evaporator fa otzrently usaU for traatrd 
grocesdl waste water as well as ~drne water from the solar 
ponds, tihd w i l l  be auQmantet3 by the portable *vaPWatOrS, 

7 ,  Page 6, Paragraph 2 ,  Sectian 4 # l . l a 2 ,  The EA 
digacif iea two 350,006 gallon holding tanks t c  r8Ceiva 

Disoutaians with and informatimi submitted tc, CDH 
indicate 3 , ga1lonrtankB ar(L proposedb The EA 
should inold= inFamnation basad on t h e  most currant 
design infomation, If this fs a t i l l  subject to chmqd, 
Chr range of options 8hQUld be Znclluded, Le. 2-4 tanka 
eta 

?i water Prom the IT6 system. / f c , k ? l P  di\ 

8 .  The Nwaba Trst 8fte i a  also 
i n  the procase o t  obtaining a RCTA& permit from the atcrta 
of Nevada. 

{'-i Page 11, item 6.2, water Quality. ~anrrurma to 
h; protect surrnca water from contamination present in 9 ground water collected from the ITS ryrtam an4 

'y i tamporarily atored in tha prOgOS8d holding tanks should 
-+ i be disoussed 6s well a8 potential impacts t o  rurface 

''? I water ehouM the integrity oL the tanka bo comgromj,aed. 
1 What design featurea w i l l  haLp gravent; t h i s  an4 what 
-contingenay meat?ures a m  availablr? 

Page 8, last paragraph. 
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